Water Adoption Panel
Meeting on 16th June 2023 at 11.30am 

In attendance:
Victor Olowe – Chair
Kate Raybould - Secretary
Ben Brownbill – Infrastructure Gateway
Mike Gale – Wessex Water (alternate for Nigel Martin) 
Damian Hill - Persimmon
Graham Morley – United Utilities
Robert Perrins – Shropshire Homes 
Sathi Amuthaseelan – Southern Water 
David Topping – Triconnex
James Ball – Anglian
Phil Blyth – Severn Trent
Gavin Thorne – Barratt Homes

	
	Item
	Action

	1
	Introduction and Apologies 

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and it was noted that the meeting was quorate, with the required number of representatives from both water companies, developers and self-lay providers (SLPs) in attendance.  

Apologies had been received from Patrick Daly, Nigel Martin and Mark Whitehouse (observer). Mike Gale attended as alternate for Nigel Martin.
	

	2
	Declaration of Interests

There were no interests to declare from any member.
	

	3
	Waiver of notice and publication period (standing item)

No new change proposals had been received or published prior to the meeting. However, as a matter of good order the Panel agreed to waive the notice and publication period.
	





	4
	Approval of Minutes of Panel Meeting on 20th April 2023.

The Panel approved the minutes of the Panel Meeting held on 20th April 2023 for publication and there were no matters arising.
	





	5
	Appointment of Gavin Thorne and Phil Blyth to Panel 

Since the Panel’s last meeting, Damian Hill and Dan Borst had advised the Chair and Secretary that they were no longer able to serve on the Panel as they were leaving their current roles.  

Gavin Thorne of Barratt Homes sits on the Sewerage Adoption Panel and has volunteered to join the Water Adoption Panel as a replacement developer representative.  Phil Blyth of Severn Trent has volunteered to join the Panel as a replacement water company representative.  The Panel agreed to the appointment of Gavin and Phil to the Panel (with agreement from the HBF to Gavin’s appointment). 
	

	6
	Open Change Proposals
· Reference to WRAS (Water Regulation Advisory Service) – FWC
The Panel reviewed the change proposal received from FWC regarding a potential incorrect reference to WRAS in the Code relating to the various approval schemes for contractors under the Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations (the Regulations). Members had reviewed the proposed consequential amendments with their relevant teams.  The change proposal had also been sent to the DWI as part of the Panel’s consultation, but to date no response had been received from the DWI.
After discussion, it was agreed that the Panel would approve the change proposal and recommend the proposed changes, except where the changes cited any examples as these could become outdated more quickly.  Proposed examples which referred to British Standards would be retained.  The Secretary would draft a letter of recommendation for the Panel’s approval and also give FWC the opportunity to comment on the recommendation before it was submitted to Ofwat. 
	




















Draft letter and consult FWC (KR)


	7
	Closed change proposals
· Provision of Service Connection Meters – FWC
The Panel noted that Ofwat had now published its decision on the change proposal and had accepted the Panel’s recommendation.  The decision has also been published on the Panel’s website.
	





	8
	WUK Guidance on firefighting provision
Following discussion at the last meeting, the Secretary had not received any response from WUK.  After discussion, it was noted that the issue did not appear to be widespread but should be considered further. It was agreed that the issue should be sent to the new WUK Legal Adviser and also ask for it to be escalated to the New Connections Committee via the Standards Board.
	




Contact WUK (KR)



	9
	Meeting with Ofwat

The Chair and Secretary are meeting with Ofwat on 29th June for a periodic catch up meeting.  The Panel were asked if they had any issues or topics they wanted the Chair to raise with Ofwat at the meeting.  Members suggested the following:
1. NAVs and their role on the Panel
1. Implementation of Schedule 3 FWMA 2010
1. Feedback on the Panel’s work and any further work it should be involved with

Members will email the Secretary with further details of issues to be raised with Ofwat.

	











Email KR with topics (All)

	9
	AOB

· Next meeting

Unless a new change proposal requiring urgent consideration is received in the meantime, the next Panel meeting will be scheduled for September.
	




Arrange meeting (KR)





Water Adoption Panel
Meeting Action Log


	Date of Meeting
	Action
	Action Owner
	Due Date
	Status

	04/10/22
	CESWI – submit change proposal
	WRc/
CESWI Group
	30/11/22
	

	
	FWC proposal – draft email to FWC and circulate
	KR
	11/10/22
	Complete

	
	ToR – submit change proposal to Ofwat
	VO/KR
	14/10/22
	Complete

	18/11/22
	ToR – respond to Ofwat
	KR
	01/12/22
	Complete

	
	FWC proposal – draft wording
	GM
	01/12/22
	Complete

	
	FWC proposal – email FWC
	KR
	10/12/22
	Complete

	
	2023 Meetings – circulate dates
	KR
	10/12/22
	Complete

	
	WUK Firefighting Guidance – refer to Tech Sub-Group and WUK
	KR
	30/11/22
	Complete

	09/02/23
	FWC proposal – amend letter and circulate for approval
	KR
	10/02/23
	Complete

	
	ToR – liaise with WUK re: publication
	KR
	28/02/23
	Complete

	
	Corrections – set up survey
	KR/VO
	28/02/23
	

	20/04/23
	FWC proposal – consult water fittings teams
	All
	31/05/23
	Complete

	
	FWC proposal – consult DWI
	KR
	31/05/23
	Complete

	
	Firefighting guidance – send to Standards Board
	KR
	30/04/23
	Superceded

	16/06/23
	FWC proposal – draft letter and circulate for approval
	KR
	15/07/23
	

	
	Firefighting guidance – contact WUK Legal Adviser
	KR
	30/06/23
	

	
	Ofwat meeting 29/06 – email topics to KR
	All
	28/06/23
	

	
	Next meeting – arrange for September
	KR
	31/07/23
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