Water Adoption Panel
Meeting on 18th November 2022 at 11am 

In attendance:
Victor Olowe – Chair
Ben Brownbill – Infrastructure Gateway
Chris Harrop – Wessex Water (alternate for Nigel Martin)
Damian Hill - Persimmon
James Ball – Anglian Water 
Dan Borst – Severn Trent Water
Graham Morley – United Utilities
Robert Perrins – Shropshire Homes 
Mike Lonergan – PJ Daly (alternate for Patrick Daly)

	
	Item
	Action

	1
	Introduction and Apologies 

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and it was noted that the meeting was quorate, with the required number of representatives from both water companies, developers and self-lay providers (SLPs) in attendance.  

Apologies had been received from David Topping and Mark Whitehouse (observer); Sathi Amuthaseelan was unable to attend the meeting. Chris Harrop and Mike Lonergan attended the meeting as alternates for Nigel Martin and Patrick Daly respectively.

	

	2
	Declaration of Interests

There were no interests to declare from any member.
	

	3
	Waiver of notice and publication period (standing item)

No new items had been received for publication prior to the meeting but as a matter of good order, the Panel agreed to waive the notice and publication period.
	





	4
	Approval of Minutes of Panel Meeting on 4th October 2022.

The Panel approved the minutes of the Panel Meeting held on 4th October 2022 for publication. It was noted that all actions were complete.

The only matter arising related to the Panel’s change proposal regarding amendments to its Terms of Reference (ToR), currently under consideration by Ofwat.  Ofwat had received comments from the Drinking Water Inspectorate (DWI) as part of its consultation on the proposal on paras 3.8 and 3.9 of Appendix One.  The Panel noted that Ofwat’s consent to changes to the Appendix was not required and agreed that the Secretary would revert to Ofwat to clarify the queries raised by the DWI reiterating its rationale for the proposed amendments. 
	














Respond to Ofwat (KR)

	5
	Open Change Proposals
· Provisions of Service Connection Meters – FWC
The Panel reviewed the further information provided by FWC following its request.  It was noted that the proposal related to issues around a. the procurement of meters and the contestability of activities around this and b. liability for compensation for costs incurred by SLPs due to meter supply issues. 
In relation to contestability, the Panel agreed that while the installation of meters was likely to be a contestable activity, the procurement of meters was not contestable and it was important that those issues were not conflated.  However, the Panel accepted that there was scope for water companies to provide more clarity around meter procurement in their Annual Contestability Statement (ACS).  The Panel agreed that it would make an alternative recommendation to Ofwat to emphasise that companies should include this within their ACS.  GM will draft some wording for the amendment.
In relation to compensation, the Panel noted that there was a question of whether the financial risk of meter supply issues is balanced fairly between water companies and SLPs, who may be less able to bear additional costs.  After discussion, it was agreed that the supply issue was likely to be a temporary one due to supply chain issues affecting many sectors at the moment.  In addition, liability for costs or compensation could be negotiated with water companies on a case by case basis, via the Model Adoption Agreement or some other form of dispute resolution.  The Panel therefore agreed that there was not sufficient justification to recommend a permanent change to the WSG for what is likely to be a short term challenge when there are other avenues for redress already available.
It was agreed that the Panel’s recommendation would be for an alternative change to address the ACS issue and to reject the compensation issue.  The Panel will consult with FWC on its alternative proposal and the Secretary will draft a note to FWC accordingly.
The Panel noted that the proposal did not raise any water quality issues and therefore it was not necessary to consult with the DWI.
	



















Draft ACS wording (GM)




















Draft note to FWC (KR)

	6
	Water Industry Specifications (WIS) Information and Guidance Notes (IGN) – review by WUK Standards Board
The Panel noted the emails from the WUK Standards Board regarding its ongoing project to review the WIS IGNs.  It was noted that the Standards Board was now aware of the Panel’s work so that it could be part of future consultations if required.
	









	7
	2023 Panel Meeting dates
It was agreed that meetings will be scheduled every 2 months in 2023, with meetings being cancelled if not required.  A face to face meeting may be arranged during the year subject to an appropriate agenda. The first meeting of 2023 was likely to take place in February.
The Secretary will circulate some suggested weeks for meetings shortly.
	







Circulate meeting dates (KR)

	8
	AOB
· Fair Water Connections 
The Panel noted the email from Martyn Speight with details of the change in arrangements for FWC going forward.  It was noted that this may impact on the volume of change requests received.
· WUK National Guidance Document on the provision of water for firefighting (2007 3rd edition)

SLPs have come across a potential conflict between the WUK Guidance Document on provision of water for firefighting and companies’ DCS, which do not align with these requirements. There is also the potential for conflicts with the Memorandum of Understanding between companies and fire services.  After discussion, it was agreed that the issue should first be referred to the Panel’s Technical Sub-Group for review and comment on the best next steps, including whether a change proposal is likely to be required and who should submit this.  WUK should also be advised in case a wider review of this issue and its guidance is necessary.
	




















Refer to Tech Sub-Group and WUK (KR)



Water Adoption Panel
Meeting Action Log


	Date of Meeting
	Action
	Action Owner
	Due Date
	Status

	04/10/22
	CESWI – submit change proposal
	WRc/
CESWI Group
	30/11/22
	

	
	FWC proposal – draft email to FWC and circulate
	KR
	11/10/22
	Complete

	
	ToR – submit change proposal to Ofwat
	VO/KR
	14/10/22
	Complete

	18/11/22
	ToR – respond to Ofwat
	KR
	01/12/22
	

	
	FWC proposal – draft wording
	GM
	01/12/22
	

	
	FWC proposal – email FWC
	KR
	10/12/22
	

	
	2023 Meetings – circulate dates
	KR
	10/12/22
	

	
	WUK Firefighting Guidance – refer to Tech Sub-Group and WUK
	KR
	30/11/22
	Complete
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